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Are all accommodations
or modifications that are
used during instruction
allowed for testing?
Accommodations or modifications
used in testing should not give students
with disabilities an unfair advantage.
For example, it may not be appropriate
to read a reading test or to have a scribe
write the writing test for a student. An
accommodation or modification
should be considered for testing if it:

◗ Is based on the student’s need

◗ Is already provided in the
student’s instruction

◗ Does not give an unfair advan-
tage, and

◗ Does not change the nature of
what is being tested.

Who decides whether
accommodations/
modifications are used,
and if so, which ones?
Persons familiar with the CELDT and
the student should make decisions
about accommodations/modifications.
The individualized education program
(IEP) team made up of parents, the
classroom teacher, the program or
school administrator, and specialists
should make these decisions.
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For more information about
test accommodations/
modifications…
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For more information, contact your
child’s teacher, counselor, or principal.
California’s guidelines for accommo-
dations are on the California Depart-
ment of Education Web site at
http://www.cde.ca.gov.
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What is the California
English Language
Development Test?
Federal and state laws require the
development of a state test that school
districts must give to students whose
home language is not English.  This
test is called the California English
Language Development Test
(CELDT).

Why is the CELDT given?
The CELDT is given to show how
proficient a student is in English. The
CELDT also tells about a student’s
progress in learning English.

Hasn’t my child been
tested enough already?
Some testing is done to see whether
your child requires special instruc-
tions. Ongoing testing is used to
ensure that your child’s educational
needs are being met.

How can more testing
help my child?
Teachers use tests to plan instruction
for your child. Without test results,
teachers have less information to help
make decisions.

Doesn’t testing take time
away from instruction?
The time used for testing can result in
better teaching. Test results help
teachers decide whether students are
learning what they need to succeed.
With test results, teachers can provide
instruction that addresses identified
needs.

What is statewide
testing?
The state requires CELDT testing in
public schools throughout California.
The CELDT program requires that
all new students with a home lan-
guage other than English and all
English learners take the CELDT.
This test has several uses:

◗ To identify students who are
English learners

◗ To determine the level of En-
glish language proficiency of
English learners

◗ To assess the progress of English
learners in acquiring the skills of
listening, speaking, reading, and
writing in English

Why should my child take
part in the test?
If your child does not take the test,
teachers will not receive scores for
your student. Without test results,
teachers are less able to make good
decisions about the instruction that
your student needs.

My child has a disability.
Won’t my child be at a
disadvantage?
Students with disabilities should be
included in CELDT testing. Many
students with disabilities can take
tests under the same conditions as
their classmates who are not disabled.

Some students with disabilities should
take tests with accommodations or
modifications. The purpose of accom-
modations or modifications is to help
students with disabilities show what
they know and can do.

A small number of students with
severe disabilities will not be able to
take the CELDT, even with accom-
modations or modifications. Alternate
testing is needed to include these
students in the program.
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Information for
Parents/Guardians

How are the CELDT
results reported for
individual students?
There are five levels of English
proficiency a student can achieve.
They are beginning, early interme-
diate, intermediate, early
advanced, and advanced.

The report for each student
provides:

◗ A proficiency level for each part
of the test with student scores

◗ The student’s overall English
proficiency level for all parts of
the test combined and an overall
student score

How are results of the
CELDT used?
Test results for newly enrolled
students are used to help identify
English learners who need to
develop their speaking, listening,
reading, and writing skills in
English.  Results from the
CELDT given annually are used
to see how well students are learn-
ing English. Annual results also
are used to help decide when
students are fluent English profi-
cient (FEP).

How can parents/
guardians find out more
about the CELDT or their
student’s results?
If parents/guardians wish informa-
tion about the CELDT or their
student’s results on the CELDT,
they should contact their student’s
teacher and/or school office.
Parents/guardians are invited to
request a conference to review the
CELDT results or to attend one
of the information meetings
scheduled by the school.
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Information about the CELDT is
on the California Department of
Education (CDE) Web site at
http://www.cde.ca.gov.
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What is the California
English Language
Development Test?
Federal and state laws require a
state test that school districts must
give to students whose home
language is not English.  This test
is called the California English
Language Development Test
(CELDT).

What is the purpose of
the CELDT?
The purpose of this test is:

◗ To identify new students who
are English learners, in kinder-
garten through grade twelve.

◗ To monitor their progress in
learning English.

◗ To help decide when they are
proficient in English.

Who is an English learner?
An English learner is a student, with
a home language other than English,
who is not yet proficient in English.

Who must take the CELDT?
All students whose home language is
not English must take the test
within 30 calendar days after they
are enrolled in a California public
school for the first time. The
CELDT also must be given once
each year to English learners until
they become proficient in English.

What does the CELDT
cover?
The CELDT covers listening and
speaking skills for students in kin-
dergarten and grade one. The test
for students in grades two through
twelve covers listening, speaking,
reading, and writing skills. The
CELDT at all grade levels is based
on English language development
standards, adopted by the State
Board of Education.

Who gives the CELDT?
Only trained examiners give the
test.  The listening and speaking
parts of the CELDT are given
individually to each student.  The
reading and writing parts are given
to groups of students.

How long does it take for
students to complete the
CELDT?
The speaking part of the test takes
about 10 to 15 minutes for each
student to complete.  The
listening, reading, and writing
parts take about 2 hours to
complete.

How and when do
parents/guardians get
their students test
results?
As soon as the tests are scored by
the testing contractor, the results
are returned to the school district.
The school district prepares a
report of the results for each
student and sends it to the
parents/guardians.
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Sample Parent/Guardian Notification Form for
Initial Identification of English Learners
(for students identified as English learners)

Dear Parents/Guardians:

State and federal laws require all school districts in California to give a state test to students
whose home language is not English. The name of this test is the California English Lan-
guage Development Test (CELDT). Its purpose is to determine how well each student tested
can speak, listen, read, and write in English.

Your student has been given the CELDT, and the results have identified him/her as an
English learner. Your student will be assigned to an appropriate instructional program based
on the results. The goal of this program is to develop proficiency in English and success in
the core curriculum. [The school district may want to add a sentence to describe the
instructional program to which the student will be assigned.]

You are invited to request a conference at school where your student’s program will be
explained. To schedule your student conference, call ________.

You are welcome to observe in the classroom and to participate in the school’s English learner
advisory committee. If you have any questions regarding your student’s instructional place-
ment, please contact the school office.

Sincerely,

Superintendent/Principal Date
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Dear Parents/Guardian:

State and federal laws require all school districts in California to give a state test to students
whose home language is not English. The name of this test is the California English Lan-
guage Development Test (CELDT). Its purpose is to determine how well each student tested
can speak, listen, read, and write in English.

Your student has been given the CELDT, and the results have identified him/her as fluent
English proficient (FEP). This means that your student will be assigned to a regular academic
program and will not need special help to increase his/her English skills. [The school district
may want to add a sentence to describe the program to which the student will be
assigned.]

You are encouraged to become involved in your student’s education. If you have any ques-
tions regarding your child’s instructional placement, please contact the school office.

Sincerely,

Superintendent/Principal Date

Sample Parent/Guardian Notification Form for
Initial Identification of English Learners
(for students identified as fluent English proficient)
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Dear Parents/Guardians:

State and federal laws require all school districts in California to give a state test each year to
every student whose home language is not English and who is currently identified as an
English learner. The name of this test is the California English Language Development Test
(CELDT). Its purpose is to see how well each student is learning to listen, speak, read, and
write in English.

Your student has been given the CELDT, and the results are attached. Based on the
proficiency level your student achieved on this test, he/she will continue to receive special
assistance to become more proficiency in English. (The school district may want to add a
sentence to describe the instructional program to which the student is or will be
assigned.)

You are invited to request a conference at school where your student’s CELDT results and
instructional program will be explained. To schedule your student conference, call ________.

You are welcome to observe in the classroom and also to participate in the school’s English
learner advisory committee. If you have any questions regarding the CELDT or your
student’s instructional placement, please contact the school office.

Sincerely,

Superintendent/Principal Date

Sample Parent/Guardian Notification Letter for
Annual Assessment Results
(for English learners who have not
yet reached proficiency in English)
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Dear Parents/Guardians:

State and federal laws require all school districts in California to give a state test each year to
every student, whose home language is not English and who is currently identified as an
English learner. The name of this test is the California English Language Development Test
(CELDT). Its purpose is to see how well each student is learning to listen, speak, read, and
write in English.

Your student has been given the CELDT, and the results are attached. Based on the profi-
ciency level your student achieved on this test, he/she may be reclassified as fluent English
proficient. In addition to the CELDT results, criteria used to make this decision include an
evaluation of your student’s academic performance by the teacher, your opinion as the parent/
guardian about his/her proficiency in English, and performance on the California English-
Language Arts Standards Test (given as part of the Standardized Testing and Reporting
[STAR] Program).

You are invited to attend a special meeting at school to discuss the reclassification process and
the recommended program for your student on _________ at __________ in ________.
Please contact the school office at _____________ to tell us if you are able to attend.

We urge you to attend this important meeting and continue to be actively involved in your
student’s learning.

Sincerely,

Superintendent/Principal Date

Sample Parent/Guardian Notification Letter for
Annual Assessment Results
(for English learners being considered for reclassification)
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Sample Student Proficiency Level Report—Front
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The Student Proficiency Level Report

The Student Proficiency Level Report provides results of the California English Language
Development Test (CELDT) for individual students. Information on the report includes the
following:

Student Information
At the time the test was taken, general information about the student is printed on the left side
of the report. This includes the student’s name and grade level, birth date, date of testing, and
the school and school district in which the test was taken.

Purpose of Assessment
The left side of the report also indicates whether the test was given for initial identification or
for the annual assessment. Initial identification means that the test was given to a new student
whose home language survey shows a language other than English. The initial test results are
used to help identify students as English learners, who need to develop their listening, speak-
ing, reading, and writing skills in English. The annual CELDT assessment is given to students
who already have been identified as English learners to see how well they are learning English.
The annual test results are used to help monitor each student’s progress and to help determine
if they have become fluent in English.

Proficiency Levels
In 2001, the State Board of Education established five levels for measuring a student’s profi-
ciency in English, based on the CELDT scores. Those levels are beginning, early intermediate,
intermediate, early advanced, and advanced.

Skills Areas
The CELDT reports three skill areas: listening/speaking, reading, and writing. The bar graphs
with the student’s scores on the report show which proficiency level the student has achieved
in each skill area tested.

Overall Student Proficiency Level
The bar graph and student score in this area of the report indicates the student’s overall
English proficiency level, based on how well the student performed in each skill area.

For More Information…
Parents/guardians are encouraged to talk to their child’s teacher about these test results and
what is being done at school to help him/her become fully proficient in English.


